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According to trade union sources, since 1982 at least 100,000 workers in the steel, petroleum,
electricity, mining, sugar, and automotives industries were laid off result of privatization and
company restructuring. Most of the former employees of state-run companies were incorporated
into informal sector occupations. In 1982, the federal government had a stake in 1,155 enterprises.
By February 1992, 914 had been sold or liquidated, and privatization of another 85 was underway.
In 1986, the National Diesel Enterprise (DINA) was partially privatized, and 5,000 workers were
dismissed. Another 40,000 lost their jobs when steel plants were transferred to the private sector
(Altos Hornos de Mexico and the Lazaro Cardenas-Las Truchas plant). Layoffs at the Panamericana
sugar mill came to 2,000, and at privatized Fertimex plants, 3,000. Approximately 15,000 workers
lost their jobs during the privatization or shutdown of about 500 state-run mines. Since 1989,
restructuring of the state-run oil company PEMEX has cost 40,000 workers their jobs. (Source:
Spanish news service EFE, 07/31/92)
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